BANGLADESH

PRESS RELEASE

JUSAID
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THE UNITED STATES ANNOUNCES HUMANITARIAN
ASSISTANCE FOR ROHINGYA AND OTHER VULNERABLE
PEOPLE IN BURMA AND BANGLADESH

Dhaka, May 15, 2018— Today, the United States announces more than $44 million in
additional humanitarian assistance to meet the urgent needs of Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh
and people affected by violence and conflict in Burma. This funding brings the total U.S.
humanitarian assistance for displaced people in and from Burma to more than $299 million since
the beginning of Fiscal Year 2017.

Since last August, nearly 700,000 Rohingya people have fled violence in Burma’s Rakhine State
and crossed the border into Bangladesh, which was already hosting more than 300,000 Rohingya
refugees. In addition, 8.3 million people in Burma live in areas affected by conflict, not only in
Rakhine State, but throughout the country. This conflict, and the ensuing displacement of people,
has created one of the world’s largest humanitarian crises.

As the world’s largest humanitarian donor, the United States is actively responding to urgent
needs on both sides of the Burma-Bangladesh border. With this new investment, the United
States will provide the following:

e Bangladesh - emergency food assistance for refugees in and around Cox’s Bazar. This
includes emergency food for general distribution, specialized foods to treat acute
malnutrition, and vouchers so refugees can buy food in local markets, where available.

e Burma - emergency food and nutrition assistance, shelter, medical care, and other critical
aid for millions of people affected by the ongoing conflicts in Rakhine, Shan, and Kachin
States.

The United States remains committed to helping those affected by conflict and commends the
Government and people of Bangladesh, who have responded swiftly and generously to the
refugees arriving in Bangladesh. We urge the Government of Burma to provide free and
unhindered humanitarian access throughout the country so our life-saving aid can reach
communities and people in need.
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The U.S. Agency for International Development is leading the U.S. Government's efforts to end
extreme poverty and promote resilient, democratic societies
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